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Country specific guideline for
New Zealand

This guideline has been prepared by the Australian and New Zealand Governments. It is
intended to assist Australian importers of regulated timber products from New Zealand in
understanding the regulatory framework in New Zealand in order for them to carry out their
due diligence obligations under the lllegal Logging Prohibition Amendment Regulation 2013,
which supports the lllegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012.

This guideline was co-endorsed by the Australian and New Zealand governments on 7
October 2014.
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Disclaimer

While reasonable efforts have been made to ensure that the contents of this guideline and
the associated quick reference guide are factually correct, the Commonwealth of Australia
and the New Zealand Government do not accept responsibility for the accuracy or
completeness of the contents and expressly disclaims liability for any loss or damage,
however caused, that may be occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or
reliance on, the contents of this guideline or associated quick reference guide.

This guideline and its associated quick reference guide is made available on the
understanding that the Commonwealth of Australia and the New Zealand Government are
not providing professional advice. Before relying on this guideline or its associated quick
reference guide, readers should obtain appropriate professional advice suitable to their
particular circumstances.

Readers should also confirm that this is the most up-to-date available guideline by referring
to the Department of Agriculture website.
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What is required under the new law?

Australia’s lllegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012 (the Act) restricts the movement of illegally
logged timber into Australia for imported timber and timber products; and at timber
processing mills, for domestically grown raw logs.

The Act seeks to address the harmful environmental, social and economic impacts of illegal
logging, including forest degradation, habitat loss and threats to sustainable livelihoods.

The Act defines illegally logged as:

‘in relation to timber, means harvested in contravention of laws in force in the place
(whether or not in Australia) where the timber was harvested.’

The lllegal Logging Prohibition Amendment Regulation 2013 (the Regulation) prescribes due
diligence for the regulated community, that is, Australian importers of regulated timber
products (for the purposes of the Act a regulated timber product is a product listed in
Schedule 1 to the Regulation) and Australian processors of domestic raw logs. Under the
Regulation the regulated community has to undertake a due diligence process to minimise
the risk of sourcing illegal logged timber.

Due diligence requirements for importers include the following steps:
Step 1: Information gathering

Step 2: Assessing and identifying risk against a timber legality framework (optional) or a
country specific guideline (optional)

Step 3: Risk assessment (if required)
Step 4: Risk mitigation (if required)

Further information about the Act and the Regulation is available at the Australian
Government Department of Agriculture’s website (agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging).

This guideline is intended to assist an importer of regulated timber products from New
Zealand to comply with the due diligence requirements of the Regulation.

Information or evidence listed in this guideline is not an exhaustive list of evidence or
documentation required to satisfy due diligence requirements under the Regulation. Please
refer to the Regulation for the information required to satisfy the due diligence
requirements.

Information gathered by applying this guideline, along with any other information gathered
in accordance with the Regulation, needs to be assessed in accordance with the processes


http://www.agriculture.gov.au/forestry/policies/illegal-logging
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outlined in the Regulation to identify the risk that a regulated timber product is, is made
from, or contains illegally logged timber.

What timber products are imported into Australia
from New Zealand?

New Zealand is Australia’s second most valuable supplier of regulated timber products (by
dollar value).

In 2012, imports from New Zealand were worth A$576.4 million, or around ten per cent of
Australia’s total regulated timber product imports. New Zealand is also Australia’s most
valuable supplier of wood articles and pulp products, worth A$296.7 million and AS46.2
million respectively.

Timber products imported from New Zealand to Australia have typically undergone some
processing. In 2012, the top five regulated timber products imported from New Zealand, by
the international Harmonized System (HS) tariff code, were:

e sawn wood (HS Code 44.07)

builders’ joinery and carpentry (HS Code 44.18)

e continuously shaped wood (HS Code 44.09)

toilet paper (HS Code 48.18)

uncoated kraft paper and paperboard (HS Code 48.04).
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How does New Zealand assure legality in its forests?

New Zealand operates a robust regulatory framework that ensures a low risk of illegal
logging within New Zealand forests. This regulatory framework is backed up by a strong
judiciary, a low level of corruption, and a highly professional forestry industry.

New Zealand’s regulatory framework ensures that timber harvesting in New Zealand is:
e Legal;
e Environmentally sustainable;
e Socially beneficial; and
e Economically viable.

Timber or timber products that Australia imports from New Zealand may come from one of
three sources:

e Planted exotic forest;
e Natural indigenous forest; or
e Overseas timber imported into New Zealand.

Information on how the New Zealand regulatory framework covers these three sources is
detailed in the Questions and Answers section.

Things to consider when importing timber from New Zealand:
e Was the product harvested in New Zealand?

e Isthe species what you would expect? (e.g. exotic species from planted forests,
indigenous species from natural forests).

e Do you know the exporter? Do you have an existing business relationship?
e Is there anything unusual about the product? (e.g. low price, unusual volume).

For more information see ‘The Legality of New Zealand’s Forest Products’ document at
mpi.govt.nz.


http://www.mpi.govt.nz/Portals/0/Documents/forestry/forestry-nz/illegal-log/the-legality-of-new-zealands-forestry-products.pdf
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Questions and Answers

1. What are the tree species | can expect to import from New Zealand?

There are two different types of forest in New Zealand: exotic planted forests and
indigenous natural forests.

The majority of the timber harvested in New Zealand comes from exotic planted forests.
Common species from these forests include:

e Pine
e Fir
e Cypress

e Eucalyptus.

The majority of New Zealand’s indigenous natural forests are held by the government under
the conservation estate. Harvesting is generally not permitted in these forests. However,
there are some privately owned indigenous natural forest where harvesting is permitted.
Common species from these forests include:

e Rimu/Miro
e Native Beech
e Matai.

There may be some products which contain timber which was harvested in a third country,
before it was imported into New Zealand and then exported to Australia. In this case
importers should contact their New Zealand exporter to gather further information about
this product as New Zealand’s regulatory framework does not cover timber products
harvested overseas.

2. How does the regulatory framework cover planted exotic forests in New Zealand?

Exotic forests are planted specifically to be harvested, usually with exotic species not native
to New Zealand. These are usually commercial operations.

New Zealand’s exotic planted forests are, along with the management of agricultural and
horticultural activities, regulated under the Resource Management Act 1991 (see
legislation.govt.nz, or visit mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/everyday for a guide to the Act).
The Act operates on the basis of avoiding or minimising the adverse environmental effects
of harvesting and related activities.

The Act applies to all natural and physical resources. It is administered by local governments
through their regional and district plans. Links to the local council websites are available at
localcouncils.govt.nz.



http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/DLM230265.html
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/everyday/
http://www.localcouncils.govt.nz/lgip.nsf/wpg_URL/Profiles-Index?OpenDocument
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These plans are prepared and administered by local government to ensure good resource
management, taking account of the geographic, social and other factors applicable to the
region or district to which the plan relates.

Activities, including forest harvesting, are categorised as “permitted”, “consented”, or
“prohibited” depending on the outcomes of local government’s planning processes.

An example of a resource consent certificate granted by a local council for the purposes of
harvesting timber can be found at Annex 1.

The long history of exotic planted forestry in New Zealand and the environmental context in
which it operates has given rise to a regulatory and community perception of forestry as
environmentally and socially beneficial in many parts of the country.

New Zealand forest harvest practices are subject to ongoing scrutiny, both formally and
through the actions of interested stakeholders within the community. The Ministry for
Primary Industries, the Ministry for the Environment and other central government agencies
work to ensure that forestry operations in exotic planted forests are environmentally
sustainable, safe and legal under New Zealand law.

3. How does the regulatory framework cover natural indigenous forests in New Zealand?

Indigenous forests are the natural forests of New Zealand comprised of native species. The
majority of these forests are owned by the government and are protected as a part of the
conservation estate under the Conservation Act 1987 (see legislation.govt.nz) and the
Reserves Act 1977 (see legislation.govt.nz).

Some harvesting is permitted in privately owned indigenous forests. Indigenous timber
harvesting is governed by the Forests Act 1949 (see legislation.govt.nz), in addition to having
to comply with the Resource Management Act 1991. The Forests Act 1949 is national
legislation implemented by central government. All harvesting of indigenous timber in New
Zealand must be done under a permit or plan. These permits and plans are administered by
the Ministry for Primary Industries.

There is a ban on the export of indigenous timber in log or wood chip form and further
restrictions on the export of indigenous timber. Only rimu and beech may be exported as
sawn products.

See Annex 2 for an example of a Notice of Intention to Export Indigenous Timber form, and
Annex 3 for an example of a New Zealand Customs Service Export Delivery Order, the final
stage of clearance for exporting indigenous timber from New Zealand.

For more information on the regulatory framework surrounding indigenous forests see
mpi.govt.nz/forestry/forestry-in-nz/indigenous-forestry.



http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/DLM103610.html
http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1977/0066/latest/DLM444305.html
http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1949/0019/latest/DLM255626.html
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/forestry/forestry-in-nz/indigenous-forestry
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4. Are there other parts of the regulatory framework that cover the legality of harvested

timber?

Yes. In New Zealand, the theft of property is covered by the Crimes Act 1961 (see
legislation.govt.nz). This includes the theft of timber and timber products after the point of
harvest. It also covers the forging of documents, which could potentially include the forging
of documents associated with forestry operations.

5. Is corruption a problem in New Zealand?

New Zealand is recognised internationally as having low levels of corruption. Transparency
International (see transparency.org) ranked New Zealand as joint first in the world in its
2013 Corruption Perception Index due to low levels of corruption and well enforced rule of
law.



http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1961/0043/latest/DLM327382.html
http://www.transparency.org/
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Who should I contact for further information?
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Australian Government

Department of Agriculture

Australian Government
Department of Agriculture

GPO Box 858

Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: +61 2 6272 3933
agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging
illegallogging@agriculture.gov.au
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New Zealand Government
Ministry for Primary Industries

PO Box 2526

Wellington 6140

Phone: +64 800 00 83 33
mpi.govt.nz/about-mpi/contact-us
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http://www.agriculture.gov.au/forestry/policies/illegal-logging
mailto:illegallogging@agriculture.gov.au
http://mpi.govt.nz/about-mpi/contact-us
http://mpi.govt.nz/forestry/forestry-in-nz/illegal-logging
http://mpi.govt.nz/forestry/forestry-in-nz/illegal-logging
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Annex 1 - Resource Consent Certificate for harvesting
timber (example)

Environment
Waikato
AT a4

REGIONAL COUNCIL

PO Box g0n0
Hamiiton East

Resource Consent v

New Zealand

Certificate P

fax +64 7 859 0998
www.ew.govi.nz
Resource Consent:

File Number:
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991, the Waikato Regional Council hereby grants
consent to:
(hereinafter referred to as the Consent Holder)
Consent Type: Land use consent
Consent Subtype: Land - disturbance
Activity authorised: Undertake plantation harvesting in a high risk erosion area
Location:

Map Reference:

Consent Duration:

Subject to the conditions overleaf:

Environment Walkato's freephone o800 800 4o

Albert Street

Paeroa 3600 Whitianga 350
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Annex 2 - Notice of Intention to Export Indigenous
Timber (Form ITE1) (example)

Notice of Intention to Export Minisiry for Primary Industries £ 8525
Indigenous Timber (Form ITE1) Manatd Ahu Metus _gﬁ 5

This form to be forwarded to AsureQuality New Zealand at least 10 days prior to the date of exporting
Motice of Inentien ko Export — Form ITE1 (5 67C[3] Forests Act 1949; 5 5[2) Forests Amendment Act 2004

To: Director-Ganeral, Ministry for Primary Induairies

1 GIVE NOTICE of my inbention 1o export the indigencus forest produce described in this notice, and, | declare that the particulars 5=l cut in this nofice weee, at
fhe date of this declaraton, Fue and comect in every respect and in accosdance with Te requirements of the Forests Act 1949

1 ACKNOWLEDGE an inspedtion of the export consignment by a Forestry Officer is required.

ShgItUNe of EXPOMEE ..o eeeececeseem e eee e smsmeceesesceeeee (PTE MGITE) Dale:

ExporteriConsignor Name and Address

Phione: | Fax [ Email:

BuyeriConsignes Mame and Address

ShiplATiinaiP oat rame of vesseiFight Ha Sealairport of loading

Saafairport of discharge Final Destination Date of axporting:

Deacription of Exports (include any marking) Species et weight (ko) Wolums jm%)
Source: I I iales:

Mote: Al spplicafors WUST inchede n weiten sisbsment of fue souce of the

Emizer [for exsmple, EFU PlanPermid Anrual Logging Plan Numiber o Wiling

Sisfement snd ownefs) rame. |

Agdress where consignment can b= inspacied:

Contact Name: Conlact Mumber:
Priylosanitary cerdficaies required?
M Lise Oy y Uiz Ol
Souwrce confirmed- ¥ /N inzpected: Y I N
EXPORT: APPROVED | NOT APPROVED
Signad: Diata: I I Signied: Diats: - 1 [}
Forestry Officer Mame: Foresiny Officer Name:
Cleamnce £ Agpiication &
Hotes: Exporiers are advised 1o check with hitoe it bics ecurity. ooyl nEiCommertial-axports fores ry-ax ports/export-ce tificaton-standards for any
phylzsanitary requiremenis.
Expot information & providied on the back of this form.
Email pryioce urequaiity.com of fax 07-575-8110 your compiebed fomm 1o AsureQuality—Ait Maunganui.

For further infenmation comtact the Minsiny for PAmary Industies: 0500 00 &3 33

Molice of InbznSion ko Export Indigencus Timber — Fomm ITE1 Ministry for Primary Indusiies
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Annex 3 - Customs Service Export Delivery Order
(example)

Prinied by : Date printed: Time printed:
ST Page 1 of 1
2

Te M Ascaros

New Zealand Customs Servige

Export Delivery Order

Shipping Details
Entry number:
Client’s reference:
Exporter:

Broker:

Vessel name:
Voyage number:

Port of Loading:
Bill Number Container Container Number of Package Type

Number Status Packages

Customs Delivery instructions

Deliver:

WARNING

IT 1S AN OFFENCE TO REMOVE / DELIVER THESE GQODS OTHER THAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE CUSTOMS DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS HEREIN
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