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past inspection history. Those vessels with a likelihood of offending will be
targeted first whilst other vessels deemed to be a lesser risk will be boarded as
part of a deterrent action.

1.1.10. Each phase OC will be kept updated, both prior to and during the patrol, with
a prioritised list of targets and VMS picture of vessels currently operating on the
WCSL

1.1.11. This operation also presents MFish with an opportunity to board and inspect
vessels belonging to the ‘inshore’ fleet, including vessels that are not fitted with
an ALC as well as amateur charter and/or recreational vessels targeting Southern
Bluefin Tuna amongst the Hoki fleet.

1.1.12. During each phase of the operation, each boarding team will consist.of Navy
personnel accompanied by three Fishery Officers.

1.2. Location

1.2.1. The area of operation is contained within Fisheries-Management Area 7
[Challenger] and is best described as being bounded by latitude 40-40.00S at the
northern end and 43-00.00S at the southern end and extending out from the coast
by up to 60 nautical miles [refer Fig. 1].
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Fig. 1

1.2.2. VMS plots demonstrating the high concentration of fishing activity in the
operational area during the period 16 to 21 July and 11 to 23 August, in the
2008-09 and 2009-10 fishing years, are attached as Appendix ‘B’.

1.2.3. Each phase of the operation will have a dedicated O/C responsible for the co-
ordination of all operational matters with the Captains and crews of the HMNZS
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Pukaki and HMNZS Taupo, as well as maintaining regular liaison with NMCC
and MFish.

1.3. WCSI Hoki Fishery

1.3.1. Historically, the main fishery for Hoki has operated from mid-July to late
August on the WCSI where Hoki aggregate to spawn.

1.3.2. The spawning aggregations begin to concentrate in depths of 300-700 m
around the Hokitika Canyon from late June, and further north off Westport later
in the season. Fishing in these areas continues into September in some years.

1.3.3. It is highly probable there will be a number of vessels operating in the Hoki
fishery continuously from mid July to late August. The peak of the spawn, and
number of vessels operating, however may occur anytime within this period due
to environmental factors such as water temperature and availability of food
sources.

1.3.4. Foreign chartered vessels may not fish inside the 12-mile Territorial Sea and
there are various vessel size restrictions around some parts of the coast of New
Zealand. On the WCSI, a 25-mile line closes much of the Hoki spawning area in
the Hokitika Canyon and most of the area south to the Cook Canyon to vessels
with an overall length larger than 46m [refer Fig. 2].
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APPENDIX ‘B’
VMS 16" to 31% July 2009
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VMS 16" to 31% July 2010
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VMS 11" to 23" August 2009
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VMS 11" to 23" August 2010
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