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In the primary industries

The primary industries bring billions of dollars to our economy each year and employ
one-sixth of New Zealand’s workforce. Many of these people work in the growing and
harvesting sector, which includes:

e Agriculture - red meat (sheep, cattle e Arable - grains and seeds
and venison), pork, poultry, milk and

Seafood - wild fisheries and

wool aquaculture (fish farming)
e Horticulture and viticulture - fruit and e Forestry
vegetables

Apiculture (beekeeping).

What kind of work is it?

People are directly involved in the day-to-day
tasks of sustainably growing and harvesting

animal and plant products. If you're interested
in planning or management, you can combine
those skills with practical, hands-on work.

“Forestry directly employs over
I 20,000 people and is the third

largest export sector —it's a

. dynamic and technologically-

You Wog[q help improve quality, increase sophisticated industry. There is
productivity and ensure processes are

environmentally-friendly.

There are often more specialised roles in workers to become self-employed

large-scale operations. On farms, for example, a farm and very prosperous. Our research aims to drive
manager might be responsible for the
overall running of the farm while

plenty of potential for skilled

innovation in all aspects of the forest industry.

We face a positive future in responding to the world’s
a herd manager plans

and supervises need for wood and energy, climate change and
the raising of sustainable use of land resources.”
cattle.
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Keri-Anne Tane, General Manager - People and Performance, Scion
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Is there a future in it?

Yes! There is a growing demand for our primary products,
so New Zealand needs more people working in the primary
industries. Employers particularly want workers with a
range of skills and qualifications from Level 4 and above.

The increased use of IT, automation and robotics means that
there is a high demand for people with technical skills.

What qualifications will | need?

Times have changed. In the past you could get a job as a
farm worker without a formal qualification. Nowadays, the
industry wants people who have gained a qualification or
are keen to do formal training on the job.

Tertiary qualifications - certificates, diplomas or
degrees from a polytechnic or university - in areas

such as engineering, forestry, agriculture, horticulture,
aquaculture, science and agribusiness are all valuable in
the growing and harvesting sector.

Starting salaries for people
with a technology, engineering
or science-related diploma ;
or degree usually range from
$40 - $60,000, although it
depends on your qualification
level and experience. Find
out what and where you can :
study, using the online Course
Finder at www.futureintech.
org.nz/search.cfm
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Find out more....

Read stories about people
working in the Growing and
Harvesting sector of the
primary industries - and learn
how they got there - at
www.futureintech.org.nz

You can also check out primary
industry champions at www.mpi.govt.nz/funding-and-
programmes/other-programmes/future-skills/growing-
our-future/

“In the primary industries we work with land, water,
plants and animals to produce food and fibre for the
world. We need new talent to help meet

New Zealand's target of doubling the value of exports
in the next 10 years. We're telling young people, You
help us grow and we’'ll grow you’ - and we really
mean it. It's a win-win.”

Andy Somerville, former CEO,
GrowingNZ
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