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Reduce the risk of M. bovis -

MANAGING DAIRY FARM CHANGEOVERS IN MAY/JUNE 2018

managing dairy farm changeovers in May/June 2018

Changing farms this coming May/June requires extra special precautions because of Mycoplasma bovis (M. bovis). M. bovis is
spread by the movement of infected animals and incoming infected cows (including calves, heifers, bulls, beef cattle as well as
milking cows) can bring the disease onto the farm, even if they show no signs of having it. Once in a herd the disease is spread
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While M. bovis is a new disease in New Zealand, if it becomes endemic, it can be managed, much like TB, leptospirosis, BVD and Johne’s

disease.
Dairy farms
all over the country are being tested via bulk milk testing of individual herds and cows from the sick mob for the
presence of the organism. Individual farmers should know the results two weeks after the final milk sample has been collected.
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Those who use the sharemilking and contract milking business model are particularly vulnerable to financial shocks should a disease like
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M. bovis come onto the farm. If at all possible, stay on the current farm, with the same herd. Or, if you are a farmowner, keep the current
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sharemilker, with the current herd. However, this may not be possible or desired.
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There are some simple precautions sharemilkers, contract milkers and farm owners can take to minimise the risk of bringing it on farm. If
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everyone is clear about the level of risk being faced, decisions can be made – it’s all about communication.
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