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Original objectives
• Catalogue 

• Determine ‘hotspots’

• Document distribution & 
abundance Kaikōura’s
Hector’s dolphins 

• Increase awareness in our 
community



KORI Coastal Surveys Data Sheet

Survey Sightings

Kaikoura Ocean Research Institute

www.kkori.org
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*shallow water 
(0 – 10 m) 

*close to shore

*murky water (>4 m)

*more in summer & fall 
(compared to

winter & spring)

Weir & Sagnol 2015



Weir & Sagnol 2015







Abundance Estimation
‘How many?’

• Photo-identification (Weir & Sagnol 2015)
Hapuku – Haumuri
304 individuals (95% CI = 211 – 542) 

• Aerial surveys (MacKenzie & Clement 2014)
Kaikoura and Clarence coastline 
358 individuals (95% CI = 129 – 995)

• Genetic mark recapture (Hamner et al. 2016)
Point Gibson – Ward Beach 
North of Kaikoura Canyon 314 (95% CL: 216 – 483)
South of Kaikoura Canyon 102 (95% CL: 68 – 175)



November 2016…



Google Earth



















250 – 450 individuals for most survey periods 
No statistically discernable change in abundance so far




















