
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Fact sheet 1 – Conservation and management of New Zealand sharks

Fact sheet 2 – Landing sharks with fins attached

Fact sheet 4 – Requirements for returning sharks to the sea (Schedule 6) 

A copy of the regulations is available at: http://legislation.govt.nz

The content of this Fact Sheet is information only. The 
requirements are set out in the Fisheries (Commercial 
Fishing) Regulations 2001 and the Fisheries (Shark Fin 
to Greenweight Ratios) Circular 2014. The Ministry for 
Primary Industries does not accept any responsibility 
or liability for any  error of fact or opinion, nor any 
consequences of any decision based on this information.  

Landing shark fins subject to a ratio
The Fisheries (Commercial Fishing) Regulations 2001 prohibit shark finning and require that any 
shark fins landed must be naturally attached to the remainder of the shark (or artificially in the 
case of blue shark). However, an exception to the fins attached requirement is provided for seven 
QMS species to allow at-sea processing to continue.

These seven QMS species are:
 • Elephant fish  ELE
 • Ghost shark  GSH
 • Mako shark  MAK
 • Pale ghost shark  GSP 
 • Porbeagle shark  POS
 • Rig  SPO
 • School shark  SCH

For these species, the weight of all fins 
landed must not exceed a specified 
percentage of the greenweight of the 
shark. For example, if the ratio for 
a particular species is set at 3.5, if 
sharks are landed that have a total 
greenweight of 100 kgs, the fins of that 
species landed cannot weigh more than 
3.5 kgs. They may weigh less than that. 
The ratios will be applied to landings 
on a trip-by-trip basis.

The species which may have fins 
landed seperately, the specific ratios 
for each species, and the “primary fins” 
which have been used to set the ratios 
are defined in a Shark Circular which 
can be found at: www.mpi.govt.nz

Note that landing other fins may result 
in being over the gazetted ratio for a 
species. 

How will the ratio work?
For species where you normally 
process the catch at sea and keep both 
a trunk (for example, dressed) and also 

the fins, not a lot should change, but 
you will need to STORE AND LAND THE 
FINS SEPARATELY BY SPECIES. Fins 
must be landed wet. This will be a legal 
requirement from 1 October 2014, and 
will allow monitoring to make sure you 
are not retaining any more shark fins 
than the trunks they come from.

Future reviews of ratios will be based 
on direct sampling over the coming 
years.

For the main inshore shark species, 
the ratios have been set so that if you 
follow normal processing practices, 
you shouldn’t exceed the ratio with your 
landings of shark fins. The ratios for 
each species have been set based on 
statistical analysis of at-sea sampling 
data. However, you will need to monitor 
your landings more closely so you can 
be confident you aren’t exceeding the 
weight ratio, especially as you become 
familiar with the new rules.

FOR MAKO AND PORBEAGLE, there 
are some differences in cut and which 
of the fins are retained across different 
fleets. THE RATIO IS SET BASED 
ON RETAINING THE WHOLE TAIL 
(CAUDAL) FIN. This has been done 
to try and avoid any accidental non-
compliance (which could occur if the 
ratio was set lower), but you will still 

need to monitor your landings more 
closely to ensure you don’t exceed 
it, especially if your vessel normally 
lands the whole tail. You can choose 
to land just the lower tail lobe. Close 
monitoring will occur to make sure no 
high-grading is occurring within the 
ratio.  

Over the next two years, there will be 
ongoing monitoring and continued data 
collection to ensure that the ratios 
are set appropriately. Monitoring and 
enforcement will differentiate between 
slight variation around the ratios, which 
is to be expected, and a consistent 
trend of too many shark fins compared 
to shark bodies. 

It is your responsibility to ensure you 
are within the ratio, but if you think the 
ratio is set incorrectly for a particular 
species, talk with MPI and/or a 
commercial stakeholder organisation 
such as Fisheries Inshore.

If you land any fins, you will need to 
report the actual weight of the fins for 
each species in the appropriate part of 
landing reports.

Retaining the fins from one shark and 
the trunk from a different shark (high 
grading) is an offence under the shark 
finning regulations.
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