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1.1

1.2

1.21

Introduction

Purpose

To successfully apply for an import permit through our online application portal; Animal and Plant Import
Permit System (APIPS), the documentation provided must be complete, accurate and legible. Chrome is
the recommended browser to use.

We recommend you apply at least six weeks prior to the day you need the permit for booking flights and
organising travel. MPI need at least 20 working days for processing a complete and accurate permit
application. The 20 working days is calculated from application date and will be reset where
documentation is missing or incorrect, or details entered online are not accurate. Incorrect documentation
may result in having to change your entry date.

Note: if the documentation is not complete, or information is missing or incorrect, the application may be
declined at the importers expense. The application will need to be resubmitted, and a further charge will
be incurred. Double check that everything is in order and correct to avoid being charged twice and entry
being delayed.

You should already be familiar with the import requirements and guidance by this point, but if you need
further help, see below for links to all relevant documents to prepare your pet for import.

If you are having issues with submitting your permit application, please contact:
animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz

Importing cats and dogs into New Zealand

Ensure you understand the import requirements before applying for the import permit. See below for links
to requirements, guidance, and support documents. There is a support document for both cats, and dogs,
from each category of country, assistance dogs, and cats and dogs arriving by vessel.

Import requirements and guidance

Import Health Standard
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1574-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard

Guidance Document
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1575-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard-quidance-document

1.2.2 Links to support documents for cats and dogs

Dogs

Category 1 Importing your Dog from a Category 1 Country
Category 2 Importing your Dog from a Category 2 Country
Category 3 Importing your Dog from a Category 3 Country
Assistance Importing your Assistance Dog
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https://animalplantimportpermit.mpi.govt.nz/
https://animalplantimportpermit.mpi.govt.nz/
mailto:animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1574-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1575-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard-guidance-document
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33424-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-1-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33427-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-2-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/30489-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-3-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/36300-assistance-dog-support-document
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3.1.1
(1)

Cats

Category 1 Importing your Cat from a Category 1 Country
Category 2 Importing your Cat from a Category 2 Country
Category 3 Importing your Cat from a Category 3 Country
Cats and Dogs

Vessels Importing your Cat or Dog by Vessel

Applying for a permit

Once you have checked the documentation is accurate and complete you can apply for a permit
online. See Cats and Dogs Online Import Permit Application for instructions on how to apply for an online
permit through APIPS. Ensure you have the following documentation, and your credit card with you prior
to applying for the permit.

List of documentation required

The table below lists the documentation required for category 3 countries.

a) If you prefer a visual representation, see lllustration of documentation required, for sample copies
of each document required, and what information it needs to contain.

You will need these documents to upload online. Ensure they are accurate, and are the correct documents
asked for.
Microchip implantation

While MPI no longer require a copy of the microchip implantation certificate for issuing the permit, have it
on hand in case we need it to verify the information provided online.

You will need to present evidence of the microchip implantation date however to the registered vet, and
the official vet, when they complete, review, sign and stamp the Official Vet Declaration (OVD) (see
section 2.2 Official vet declaration (OVD) for further information on the OVD)

Document Type Category 3 Countries

ovD Completed and signed by a registered vet, and signed and stamped by
the official vet. All relevant sections must be completed.

Check it has been fully completed before you upload.

Rabies titration The laboratory form states the results of the rabies titration test.

FIDERELE L) 2T The sampling date (date the blood was drawn), and the results go on the

OVD.

Rabies vaccinations | If this is the first rabies vaccination your pet has had (primary), it must
have been given at least six months prior to export to New Zealand.

If your pet has had more than one rabies vaccination, the two most

recent (as long as neither lapsed) go on the OVD. If there has been a
lapse between the two most recent rabies vaccinations, the last will be
considered a primary vaccination and will also mean a six month wait.
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https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33415-bringing-your-cat-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-1-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33421-bringing-your-cat-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-3-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/40763-cats-and-dogs-on-yachts-support-document-plus-checklist
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/44029-Cats-and-dogs-online-import-permit-application
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/34875-Category-3-Official-Vet-Declaration-OVD
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33418-Bringing-your-cat-to-New-Zealand-Support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-Category-2-countries

On-Line Application: Category 3 Documentation 13 March 2023

Document Type Category 3 Countries

The microchip number must be on the page the rabies vaccination details
are stated. If this is not the case, have the vet verify the number and add it
to the rabies vaccination page.

The rabies vaccination details are stated on the OVD.

Check that all rabies related fields on the OVD are completed.

Quarantine This booking confirmation letter is provided to you by the MPI approved,
privately owned quarantine facility. It must have the entry and exit dates,
and be signed by the facility operator to be valid.

Do not send us the contract you have with the facility; we only want the
booking confirmation letter.

lllustration of documentation required

The following section provides an illustrated version of the instructions.

Official vet declaration (OVD)

The Official Vet Declaration provides verification from your vet, and the government approved official vet,
that your animal fulfils the rabies requirements for entry into Aotearoa, New Zealand. Ensure you are using
the most current version at the link above. If it is out of date, you may be asked to have it done again.

You will need to present the following documentation when submitting the OVD for the vets to complete,
check and authenticate:

a)  Evidence of microchip implantation date
b)  Titration test laboratory result form
c) Rabies vaccination records

The OVD must be:

a) Completed and signed by a registered vet.
b)  Reviewed, signed and stamped by the official vet.

See below for an example of how the form must be completed. Ensure you read the guidance information
in red or in a red box carefully, and check that all information is correctly completed by the vets before
uploading in APIPS. You will need to take it back to the vets if information is missing or incorrect. This is
likely to delay entry.

Note: the OVD is a dynamic form and is often updated. The following illustration may not be the current
version found at the above link, but the information required will be the same.
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Rabies Vaccinations and Rabiss Tite Test

[DFFICIAL VETERINARIAN DECLARATION (OVD)

For

deciEne that | nave sighted the mebies veccinstion certifcme(s), snd the rabies neutralzng smibody tirstion test (RMATT] or Auorescent enticody vius
nedtralization [FAVN] repar, End confem Te information Dalow 5 S0ourats I my knowedge.

Reqistarsd Vieberinarian* Officizl Veterinarian®
Nama af Vetannanian Nama of Vetannanian
‘eberinary Practice Compebent Authority
Address Address
A
Do {DayMWonthvyear) an)
Signatura 4/ Signatura V4
*This form must be: signed by your vebeinarian, and signed and siamped by an oficl velerinerian.
£ official velesinarian s 2 vebesnarian subosized by e govesment suthoriy of your country (WPI equivelant]
lh::meedfwﬂldﬂ:ﬁ\.‘{or?!-‘.‘\tr:hﬂ.bmcuacﬁ'ﬁm’:] rmd_HENm'th'\din:\u'.-_q.i'um'I:. 4._/-
Contact detsils zan be obisinad from de nmusnk govemment dzpartmentin counkny of 2xport.

If the registered vet and the official vet are the same
They must sign in both places

Check you ere using lebes! version of this document: itier D moi owt sefdmsdncemest 2457

iia- k- Declmbion OWT

| — test results must be displayed on the OVD

If the vet stamp is embossed (raised from page)
shade lightly with a pencil so it can be seen

The name of the laboratory that reported the

Hame of the government-approved kaboratory regoring the RMAT or FAVN fest resuts:

———

PPrimary microchip number

HNERNNERNEERERERNEE o

‘BaCcOndary Microchip nUMmbEr (whars

fesst{siaked balow)
Dy Mot Year

weriy the microchip impiantation dais for the pimary microchip was prior o
T raies vaccington daes and the biood samping dae for Te rabiss traion

\

vty the micochin impiantaton dabfa?emn\mmn\

Dz | Menn Year

data [Jocated on the laboratory repart)

[Eond sampis for the titration (RMAT or FaWH) test waa drasn on this

Titration fast reeuit mmﬂﬂm\

Dy | Month Year
[T CL]we

Rabigs v 'naﬁmmn'nﬁm::ﬁgrﬂ'.mhainmmsmnesgrma'm?ﬂ:r,'mmmregiswa:\.eﬂnaria'l,a'ﬂcﬁi‘.’al'.‘eteﬁna’ian.
Vaceinaticn Dzte Durafion of Immyrééy fick} | Eatch Wumber | Bitch Expiry Date
Dzy | Monih Year 1 year % 3 Day Mot Year

years
fiaccination 11
Wacsination 2

The microchip number must be on all
documentation related to tests, treatments
and vaccinations related to import

Include second microchip if the animal has two
microchip numbers

LIfthe animal has only had & prmary rabes v
[calendar) months cid
IFyour znimal haz had fwo or mors vai
miontha prior to sntry.

The ralzies titration test is valid from

3 months after the blood draw date. Ensure
you factor this in when greparing your

pet for export to NZ

o, this was given

ix: and twelve montha prior 1o amival, when the animal was & least three

ties vaCCinstions [not spsed) incude e fwo most recand. The (25t one must have bean given (888 than 12

Ensure the duration of immunity has been
ticked for each vaccination

You will either record one or two vaccinations — this will
depend on the rabies vaccination history of the animal.
Read the footnotes of the OVD for full details

The microchip must have been implanted

or scanned prior to the rabies vaccination(s)
used for import, and blood sampling date.
Whatever date is on the OVD must be the date
used for the online application.

MICROCHIP INFORMATION
Micrechip number

Date microchip was implanted/scanned.

08-10-2019

Ministry for Primary Industries

Page 6




On-Line Application: Category 3 Documentation 13 March 2023

4.2 Laboratory result form for the rabies titration test

(1) Your vet will draw blood from your pet to have it tested for a rabies titration level. The result shows the
level of protection against rabies. If it is below 0.5 IU/mL, then the animal will need to be revaccinated for
rabies and have the test repeated. This test is valid from three months after the blood draw date.

(2)  Your vet will send the blood sample to a government approved laboratory. The lab is usually in the country
of export, but some vets send the blood sample to an approved lab overseas.

a)  Ensure that your vet understands that the sample is to be tested for travel overseas. Tests for
domestic travel may be different to those used for international destinations. If it is the incorrect test,
this will delay entry by three months (titration test is valid three months from the blood draw date).

(3)  The lab results must have the following information on it:

a)  Microchip number: this identifies the animal being tested

b)  Date of sampling: this is the date the blood was drawn from your animal, and is the date from which
the entry date may be calculated from (not including rabies vaccination requirements)

¢) Result: the level of antibodies in your animal’s blood that show an acceptable level (>= 0.5IU/ml) of
protection against rabies.

Redacted information is for privacy reasons

| 422
Animal &
Plant Health

This is the date the blood was drawn. The titration
test is valid 3 months from this date.
This date goes on the OVD

Microchip number must be present on the form
— | and correct [redacted for privacy reasons]

Contiact_Testlode  Tostls)re

APHAID! Sanger ID

Result must be »= 0.5 IU/ml for entry into NZ.

If the result is less than this the animal will need
to be revaccinated and the titration test repeated.
This will delay entry.

Ministry for Primary Industries Page 7



On-Line Application: Category 3 Documentation 13 March 2023

4.3 Rabies vaccination records

(1)

There are 3 rabies vaccination record samples below. They represent 3 of the 4 types of vaccination
records we accept from around the world. Although there are many different styles, the information
presented, and required, is the same regardless of country of origin, or style used.

If the animal has only been vaccinated for rabies once, this must have been at lease 6 months prior to
import into New Zealand and no more than 12 months.

If the animal has had two or more rabies vaccinations, the two most recent should be recorded on the
OVD, and stated in the online application. The most recent cannot be more than 12 months prior to import.

a) Note: if the previous rabies vaccination has lapsed, then the one after it becomes the primary and is
valid when the six months requirement has been fulfilled (ie earliest entry is six months after this
date).

Identify the example that matches the type of record you have for your pet and ensure that all the
information we require is present.

If you do not have a record that resembles the examples below, the 4th option is to get your vet to write a
letter on vet letterhead detailing the rabies records of your pet. The letter must state the following (as with
all other record types):

a)  Microchip number of your animal
b)  Rabies vaccination details:

i) Date the vaccination was administered
i)  Duration of immunity (1, 2 or 3 years)
i) Batch number

iv)  Expiry date of vaccination batch

c) Name and signature of your vet

4.3.1 Example 1 - Vaccination booklet for your pet

This date does NOT go on the OVD x

NoivAC

This one goes onthe OVD vV

This one goes on the OVD v

.‘fi:h"g s microchip number is not usually on this page, nor
] does each page have a unique ‘passport’ number to
AL Aot !'L}“—Ii 7 link it to the microchip page.

—

=~
RABISIN

Vet stamp and signature [redacted for privacy reasons]

verify the vaccination and date given

This is an image of a pet vaccination booklet. The

olu ik NOTE: we only need the records/dates dates for the 1
or 2 rabies vaccinations that are relevant to this
import. Only 2 of the 3 rabies vaccinations from this

page are relevant for the import.

ol l, { (1 )

We do not need other vaccination information, and
we do not need any other pages of the booklet. Just
this page, with the microchip number on it.

ACTION: In this case the vet must add the microchip
number to the page with the relevant rabies
vaccinations and sign to verify the authenticity of the
number to the vaccination.

Microchip number [redacted for privacy reasons]

has been added to the rabies vaccination page and
_\ signed by vet to verify that the microchip number (on

separate booklet page) relates to these vaccination details.
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4.3.2 Example 2 - Rabies vaccination certificate

(1)

is signed by the vet at the time of issue.

(2)

A rabies certificate is often a stand-alone document that has the rabies vaccination information on it and

The certificate should have the following information for import purposes:

Duration of immunity (usually 1, 2 or 3 years — in case of this example the duration of immunity is 3

a)  Microchip number
b)  Date of rabies vaccination
c)
years, from 2020 to 2023)
d)  Signature of vet, and details of registration or qualifications

If the microchip is not present on the certificate, the vet must add the number and sign in full to

authenticate. The certificate is only valid for import if the microchip was implanted prior to or at the
time of the vaccination. You may be asked for evidence of implantation date.

Rabies Certificate

Redacted information is for privacy reasons

KIMLV/R: Killed Virus

f e e

2 e

Staff Name:
License Number; |

-—#‘T’—%‘%ﬁ%’—#ﬁ:%@&%

Patient 1D:
Client ID: Patient Name:
Client Name Species: Canine
Address: Breed: Bichon Frise

Sex: Neutered Male

Color: white
Phone: Markings:

Birthday: 09/09/2016

: 14.40 pounds on 4/29/2020 Microchip number [redacted for
M‘// privacy reasons]

Tag Mumber: - Vaccination Date: 5M8/2020 P Waccination date and duration of
Lot Number: Explratlon Date: h immunity (3 years)
Rabies Imrab 3 (inventory) :
Producer:  Merial .

Vet signature [redacted for
privacy reasons]

4.3.3 Example 3 - Pet passport — unique passport number on each page (like a human passport)

(1)

The following is a pet passport. It is similar to a human one in that each page has a unique passport

number on it. We use this to link the page with the microchip number to the rabies vaccination page.
These are the only two pages we need to verify the rabies vaccination information. The microchip
number therefore does not need to be added to the rabies vaccination page and we do not require any

other pages from the passport.

Ministry for Primary Industries
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iv Ausstellung des Ausweises /
"

Ei E Kennzeichnung des Tieres M .
"

Marking of animal

Hame des eamdch Microchip number [redacted for
Tinrarzte .
privacy reasons]

L Dianam des
[z 26 SN0

i Anschaift  sovas

Animal and owner information

%,8. 0. 106  faminpr

| ol anticaumsgeslalis | (et o s rampnes ot £ o

[redacted for privacy reasons]

/b c. linke, H':'élriﬂdif' Lar / couy

A L:p:umu:-m:r;m.'rilwmnm;el:o-lc 7 Tatior skshamatians s

5. Daturn der Talowiersg [ Datum dar Abkssung der Tarvwigmng !
" ot ah AT e o kg O

/

. THtowicrungssieli | et of e ffeo

Unique ‘passport’ number on
each page [redacted for

Die Kennzetchnung ist vor jedem neuen Einrad in diszen n.nswe'.ﬂ = dibar- :
: privacy reasons]

peliem, f T imarkin

* Nchtpetzefiendes sliakhes | e

Tollw
m Vaccitation against rabies

Only the rabies vaccinations are

< required for the purposes of applying
e il G T ekh it for the permit. No other vaccination

des Impistoffes mummes; g Ermachbygies Tlerarzt information, or other passport pages are
S e required (apart from the page with the
microchip on it)

Masiazirer £ e o e

0 ASD1ACT
okn  OE=2027
-

.r-sOlncl
o De-2ORT

Name of vet practice, and signature

of vet [redacted for privacy reasons]
Vaccination date, date vaccination valid from, and
] Nkt v ol W date the duration of immunity (3 years) lapses.
The animal will need another booster before
i 4 November 2022
1
e
g |
&
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4.4 Quarantine booking confirmation letter

(1) Once you have contacted the quarantine facility in New Zealand that you have chosen for your animal,
they will send you a booking confirmation letter similar to the one below. The letter confirms the dates the
facility is keeping space free for your animal. It is signed by the operator of the facility.

4.41 Change of entry date

(1) Ifyour entry dates change you must contact the facility and ensure they have space available for the new
dates.

(2)  Ifyour current import permit is not valid for the new dates, you will need to apply for a new permit (at
current cost for a permit). Email us at animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz with the following information when
requesting an updated entry date:

a) Copy of the current permit, or reference ID of the permit
b)  Updated booking confirmation letter

(3)  Aslong as the rabies requirements are still valid (for category 3 countries only), a payment request will be
sent to you by email from on-line system when the permit amendment is being processed. The email will
contain a link. Click on the link to pay for the amendment. You will need your credit card handy.

I ; 1360 Highfield Rd
wt RD1

ca&tﬂe;l:&.:min e Christchurch 7671

d i New Zealand
SR Tel: 464 3318 1279

Email: info@canterburyquarantine.co.nz

Quarantine Booking Confirmation Certificate

[ Please ame;;tﬂ'lis certificate as written oonﬂrmatleln that quarantine space is confirmed for your pet/s. A copy| There are four MPI approved facilities in NZ.
- certificate must accompany your completed Import Permit application form which should be emailed to:
animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz The quarantine booking letter must have the entry

and exit dates into quarantine and be signed by the

Owners Name i
operator of the facility.

Overseas Address
ACTION: Check that the dates are correct, the letter
has been signed and the details of your animal are
correct

N2 Arkicecs NOTE: We do not need your deposit receipt or
quarantine request form. Just the booking
confirmation letter given to you from the facility

Ernail confirming the dates they have free for your animal

Pet Dog

Breed® greyhound < I Details of the animal being imported

Calour* Bblack

fion Femile

Neutered Yes

Date af Birth 15/08/2008

Rables Titre Test Date 27/02/2019

Rabies Vaccination DatE\MB_J

P Dates the animal will be in quarantine (10 days)
Date booking required 12/07/2019 o 22/07/2019 )Y L

Form must be signed by the facility operator

Confirmed by: < to confirm validity of space

Signed by : Date: Z29/05/2019
{On behalf of Conterbury Quarantine Services 2011 Ltd)
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