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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 
To successfully apply for an import permit through our online application portal; Animal and Plant Import 
Permit System (APIPS), the documentation provided must be complete, accurate and legible. Chrome is 
the recommended browser to use. 

We recommend you apply at least six weeks prior to the day you need the permit for booking flights and 
organising travel. MPI need at least 20 working days for processing a complete and accurate permit 
application. The 20 working days is calculated from application date and will be reset where 
documentation is missing or incorrect, or details entered online are not accurate. Incorrect documentation 
may result in having to change your entry date. 

Note: if the documentation is not complete, or information is missing or incorrect, the application may be 
declined at the importers expense. The application will need to be resubmitted, and a further charge will 
be incurred. Double check that everything is in order and correct to avoid being charged twice and entry 
being delayed. 

You should already be familiar with the import requirements and guidance by this point, but if you need 
further help, see below for links to all relevant documents to prepare your pet for import. 

If you are having issues with submitting your permit application, please contact: 
animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz 

1.2 Importing cats and dogs into New Zealand 
Ensure you understand the import requirements before applying for the import permit. See below for links 
to requirements, guidance, and support documents. There is a support document for both cats, and dogs, 
from each category of country, assistance dogs, and cats and dogs arriving by vessel. 

1.2.1 Import requirements and guidance 
Import Health Standard 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1574-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard 
Guidance Document 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1575-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard-guidance-document 

1.2.2 Links to support documents for cats and dogs 

Dogs 
Category 1 Importing your Dog from a Category 1 Country 
Category 2 Importing your Dog from a Category 2 Country 
Category 3 Importing your Dog from a Category 3 Country 
Assistance Importing your Assistance Dog 

 

 

 

https://animalplantimportpermit.mpi.govt.nz/
https://animalplantimportpermit.mpi.govt.nz/
mailto:animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1574-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1575-cats-and-dogs-import-health-standard-guidance-document
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33424-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-1-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33427-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-2-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/30489-bringing-your-dog-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-3-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/36300-assistance-dog-support-document
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Cats 
Category 1 Importing your Cat from a Category 1 Country 
Category 2 Importing your Cat from a Category 2 Country 
Category 3 Importing your Cat from a Category 3 Country 

 
Cats and Dogs 
Vessels Importing your Cat or Dog by Vessel 

2 Applying for a permit 
(1) Once you have checked the documentation is accurate and complete you can apply for a permit 

online. See Cats and Dogs Online Import Permit Application for instructions on how to apply for an online 
permit through APIPS. Ensure you have the following documentation, and your credit card with you prior 
to applying for the permit. 

3 List of documentation required 
(1) The table below lists the documentation required for category 3 countries.  

a) If you prefer a visual representation, see Illustration of documentation required, for sample copies 
of each document required, and what information it needs to contain.  

(2) You will need these documents to upload online. Ensure they are accurate, and are the correct documents 
asked for. 

3.1.1 Microchip implantation 
(1) While MPI no longer require a copy of the microchip implantation certificate for issuing the permit, have it 

on hand in case we need it to verify the information provided online.  
(2) You will need to present evidence of the microchip implantation date however to the registered vet, and 

the official vet, when they complete, review, sign and stamp the Official Vet Declaration (OVD) (see 
section 2.2 Official vet declaration (OVD) for further information on the OVD) 
 

Document Type Category 3 Countries 

OVD Completed and signed by a registered vet, and signed and stamped by 
the official vet. All relevant sections must be completed.  
Check it has been fully completed before you upload. 

Rabies titration 
laboratory (lab) form 

The laboratory form states the results of the rabies titration test.  
The sampling date (date the blood was drawn), and the results go on the 
OVD. 

Rabies vaccinations If this is the first rabies vaccination your pet has had (primary), it must 
have been given at least six months prior to export to New Zealand.  
If your pet has had more than one rabies vaccination, the two most 
recent (as long as neither lapsed) go on the OVD. If there has been a 
lapse between the two most recent rabies vaccinations, the last will be 
considered a primary vaccination and will also mean a six month wait. 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33415-bringing-your-cat-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-1-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33421-bringing-your-cat-to-new-zealand-support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-category-3-countries
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/40763-cats-and-dogs-on-yachts-support-document-plus-checklist
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/44029-Cats-and-dogs-online-import-permit-application
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/34875-Category-3-Official-Vet-Declaration-OVD
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/33418-Bringing-your-cat-to-New-Zealand-Support-document-and-checklist-for-pets-coming-from-Category-2-countries
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Document Type Category 3 Countries 

The microchip number must be on the page the rabies vaccination details 
are stated. If this is not the case, have the vet verify the number and add it 
to the rabies vaccination page. 
The rabies vaccination details are stated on the OVD.  
Check that all rabies related fields on the OVD are completed. 

Quarantine This booking confirmation letter is provided to you by the MPI approved, 
privately owned quarantine facility. It must have the entry and exit dates, 
and be signed by the facility operator to be valid. 
Do not send us the contract you have with the facility; we only want the 
booking confirmation letter. 

 

4 Illustration of documentation required 
(1) The following section provides an illustrated version of the instructions.  

4.1 Official vet declaration (OVD) 
(1) The Official Vet Declaration provides verification from your vet, and the government approved official vet, 

that your animal fulfils the rabies requirements for entry into Aotearoa, New Zealand. Ensure you are using 
the most current version at the link above. If it is out of date, you may be asked to have it done again. 

(2) You will need to present the following documentation when submitting the OVD for the vets to complete, 
check and authenticate: 
a) Evidence of microchip implantation date 
b) Titration test laboratory result form 
c) Rabies vaccination records 

(3) The OVD must be: 
a) Completed and signed by a registered vet. 
b) Reviewed, signed and stamped by the official vet. 

(4) See below for an example of how the form must be completed. Ensure you read the guidance information 
in red or in a red box carefully, and check that all information is correctly completed by the vets before 
uploading in APIPS. You will need to take it back to the vets if information is missing or incorrect. This is 
likely to delay entry. 
Note: the OVD is a dynamic form and is often updated. The following illustration may not be the current 
version found at the above link, but the information required will be the same. 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/34875-Category-3-Official-Vet-Declaration-OVD
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4.2 Laboratory result form for the rabies titration test 
(1) Your vet will draw blood from your pet to have it tested for a rabies titration level. The result shows the 

level of protection against rabies. If it is below 0.5 IU/mL, then the animal will need to be revaccinated for 
rabies and have the test repeated. This test is valid from three months after the blood draw date. 

(2) Your vet will send the blood sample to a government approved laboratory. The lab is usually in the country 
of export, but some vets send the blood sample to an approved lab overseas.  
a) Ensure that your vet understands that the sample is to be tested for travel overseas. Tests for 

domestic travel may be different to those used for international destinations. If it is the incorrect test, 
this will delay entry by three months (titration test is valid three months from the blood draw date). 

(3) The lab results must have the following information on it: 
a) Microchip number: this identifies the animal being tested 
b) Date of sampling: this is the date the blood was drawn from your animal, and is the date from which 

the entry date may be calculated from (not including rabies vaccination requirements) 
c) Result: the level of antibodies in your animal’s blood that show an acceptable level (>= 0.5IU/ml) of 

protection against rabies. 
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4.3 Rabies vaccination records 
(1) There are 3 rabies vaccination record samples below. They represent 3 of the 4 types of vaccination 

records we accept from around the world. Although there are many different styles, the information 
presented, and required, is the same regardless of country of origin, or style used.  

(2) If the animal has only been vaccinated for rabies once, this must have been at lease 6 months prior to 
import into New Zealand and no more than 12 months. 

(3) If the animal has had two or more rabies vaccinations, the two most recent should be recorded on the 
OVD, and stated in the online application. The most recent cannot be more than 12 months prior to import. 
a) Note: if the previous rabies vaccination has lapsed, then the one after it becomes the primary and is 

valid when the six months requirement has been fulfilled (ie earliest entry is six months after this 
date). 

(4) Identify the example that matches the type of record you have for your pet and ensure that all the 
information we require is present.  

(5) If you do not have a record that resembles the examples below, the 4th option is to get your vet to write a 
letter on vet letterhead detailing the rabies records of your pet. The letter must state the following (as with 
all other record types): 
a) Microchip number of your animal 
b) Rabies vaccination details: 

i) Date the vaccination was administered 
ii) Duration of immunity (1, 2 or 3 years) 
iii) Batch number 
iv) Expiry date of vaccination batch 

c) Name and signature of your vet 

4.3.1 Example 1 - Vaccination booklet for your pet 
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4.3.2 Example 2 - Rabies vaccination certificate 
(1) A rabies certificate is often a stand-alone document that has the rabies vaccination information on it and 

is signed by the vet at the time of issue. 
(2) The certificate should have the following information for import purposes: 

a) Microchip number 
b) Date of rabies vaccination 
c) Duration of immunity (usually 1, 2 or 3 years – in case of this example the duration of immunity is 3 

years, from 2020 to 2023) 
d) Signature of vet, and details of registration or qualifications 

(3) If the microchip is not present on the certificate, the vet must add the number and sign in full to 
authenticate. The certificate is only valid for import if the microchip was implanted prior to or at the 
time of the vaccination. You may be asked for evidence of implantation date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3.3 Example 3 - Pet passport – unique passport number on each page (like a human passport)  
(1) The following is a pet passport. It is similar to a human one in that each page has a unique passport 

number on it. We use this to link the page with the microchip number to the rabies vaccination page. 
These are the only two pages we need to verify the rabies vaccination information. The microchip 
number therefore does not need to be added to the rabies vaccination page and we do not require any 
other pages from the passport. 
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4.4 Quarantine booking confirmation letter 
(1) Once you have contacted the quarantine facility in New Zealand that you have chosen for your animal, 

they will send you a booking confirmation letter similar to the one below. The letter confirms the dates the 
facility is keeping space free for your animal. It is signed by the operator of the facility. 

4.4.1 Change of entry date 
(1) If your entry dates change you must contact the facility and ensure they have space available for the new 

dates.  
(2) If your current import permit is not valid for the new dates, you will need to apply for a new permit (at 

current cost for a permit). Email us at animal.imports@mpi.govt.nz with the following information when 
requesting an updated entry date: 
a) Copy of the current permit, or reference ID of the permit 
b) Updated booking confirmation letter 

(3) As long as the rabies requirements are still valid (for category 3 countries only), a payment request will be 
sent to you by email from on-line system when the permit amendment is being processed. The email will 
contain a link. Click on the link to pay for the amendment. You will need your credit card handy. 
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