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Who needs to register under Decree 248

• Manufacturers of most foods 
and beverages

• Human consumption only

• Some stand-alone cold storage 
establishments*  

• Manufacturers of food additives 
and food-related products 

• Ambient stores that do not 
process/pack/re-pack

• Exporters not involved in 
manufacturing/storing

* For example, for meat and aquatic products

Other registrations outside
of Decree 248**:

• Live seafood

• Fresh fruit

• Products not for human 
consumption (for example, 
petfood, hides, skins, 
fishmeal)

** Not exhaustive



• The website address is 
https://cifer.singlewindow.cn

• To apply for registration, you need a 
CIFER account/login

• Your login is linked to your MPI 
registration number

• Each CIFER account links to only one 
establishment (location) and one MPI 
registration number. If you have more 
than one establishment, you’ll need more 
than one CIFER account

China Import Food Enterprises Registration (CIFER)

https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/


The two methods of registration

MPI recommendation

Manufacturer A MPI

1

2 Self-registration

Manufacturer B



Method depends on product category

1 Via MPI recommendation to GACC

9 product categories 

1. meat (including independent cold stores) 

2. casings 

3. aquatic products (excluding live aquatic animals) 
(including independent cold stores) 

4. dairy products (including infant and young 
children formula dairy products) 

5. bee products 

6. edible fats and oils

7. malt 

8. food for special dietary use (FSDU)

9. health food with SAMR filing or SAMR 
registration certificates



Method depends on product category

2 Self-registration directly with GACC

• If the product is not one of the 9 product 
categories it likely will be self-registration 

• For example, fruit juice, confectionery, wine, 
most processed foods, frozen fruit



Check if your product needs self-registration 
or MPI recommendation

Login to CIFER and select 
‘Product type query’

Enter the HS code and CIQ code 
under ‘Screening conditions’

Check the ‘Officially recommended 
registration’ column:

• NO = self-registration
• YES = MPI recommendation



Process for self-registration



How to self-register

• See MPI guidance on using the 
CIFER system here

• Apply online at 
https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/ 

• Log in, or create an account if 
you don’t already have one

Select EN for the 
English version of the 
CIFER. When EN is 
shaded blue, it has 
been selected

Select ‘Create an 
Account’ if you do 
not have a user 
account 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48628-GACC-Self-Registration-website-guidance
https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/


Creating a new account
(only if you don’t already have one for that establishment)

Select NZL

MPI registration 
number

Getting the ‘Registration 
Number’ right is 
important, as once the 
account is set up, you 
can’t change this



Main menu

Your 
username

Click your username for the 
user account management 
menu, for example, to change 
the login password, email or 
phone

Logout



Main menu – useful items

Apply for a New Registration

Apply for modification (change 
information in an existing registration)

Apply to renew an existing registration

Apply to cancel an existing registration



Check status of applications

Check details of current registrations

Check product category and registration 
method for specific HS/CIQ codes 

Main menu – useful items



Applying for a registration 
What to look for in your application form:

• Red asterisks show compulsory information

• Make sure name and address match 
MPI-registered information exactly 
(e.g. Ltd or Limited)

• Click ‘save’ to save draft as you go (to edit 
drafts later – ‘Application form query’)

• Complete and upload the 
Declaration of the manufacturer

• Upload registration document issued by 
MPI or by your local council

Click to upload

Tabs to navigate application form 

Click to uploadClick to download



Reviewing and submitting your application 

On the final page, 
click Preview. Review 
the information, then 
click Submit



Checking the status of your application

• Check application progress in CIFER using 
Integrated query → Application form query 

• Acception/accepted/ being accepted by 
GACC = your application has been received 
by GACC and is being reviewed

Check status of application



Unique 
Number

Unique 
Number

Time /date Time /date

Checking the status of your application 

Results of review by GACC:

Returned

(‘Supplementation and correction’) GACC 
wants you to edit the application and 

resubmit. Click the View link under 
‘Customs feedback’ to see GACC’s feedback

Approved

GACC has approved 
the application

Refused

GACC has rejected 
the application



Once an establishment is registered 

Import declaration must include 
China Registration number:

China Registration number can be found here (if registered): https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cn/

unique to
New Zealand

indicates product 
category 

indicates initial 
date of registration 

serial number 

CNZLxxxxyymmddzzzz

https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cn/


Managing your registration



Making changes to your registration 
(and specific changes that require new registration)

• After your registration has been approved, you 
can apply to modify your registration if you 
need to make changes to your registration 
information. For example:

• To add new products (ie HS/CIQ codes) 
within the same overall product category

• To change the company name

• To update any other information in your 
registration

• In the following circumstances, you need to 
apply for a new registration: 

• Relocation of manufacturing premises 

• Change of MPI Registration number

• If your legal representative changes due to 
a change of company ownership



Apply for renewal

• Expiry date can be found in the public register 
or by logging into CIFER

• You should start thinking about applying to renew 
(‘application for extension’) your registration at least 
6 months before the expiry date

GACC registrations are valid for 5 years

https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cn/


Current MPI guidance

Information available 

• China Registration of Food Establishments (Decree No. 248)

• China Establishment Registration Process for Food (for products within 
the scope of Decree No. 248 that require MPI recommendation)

• MPI China OMAR page

• CIFER guidance

• MPI Webinars Subscribe to keep informed of new MPI publications
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/60046-F3623-China-Registration-of-Food-Establishments
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/63078-China-Establishment-Registration-Process-for-Food-for-products-within-the-scope-of-Decree-No.-248-that-require-MPI-recommendation
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/63078-China-Establishment-Registration-Process-for-Food-for-products-within-the-scope-of-Decree-No.-248-that-require-MPI-recommendation
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/export-requirements/omars/search-country-animal-products-wine-organics/china/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48628-GACC-Self-Registration-website-guidance
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/exporting-from-nz-how-it-works/get-help-with-exporting/exporting-webinars/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/subscribe-to-mpi/


Thank you!
Questions on self-registration?

Contact Exporter Help:
ExporterHelp@mpi.govt.nz 

Questions on MPI-recommended registration?

Contact Country Listings:
CountryListings@mpi.govt.nz  

mailto:exporterhelp@mpi.govt.nz
mailto:CountryListings@mpi.govt.nz
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