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Standards Code, if sold in New Zealand 
or Australia. Labelling and composition 
information, in English, helps consumers to 
make an informed decision about what to 
buy, whether it meets their dietary needs, and, 
if they have a known food allergy, it can help 
them choose foods that do not contain that 
food allergen.

Incorrect labelling is a major cause of recalls—
which can be expensive and damage the 
reputation of your business. To help, New 
Zealand Food Safety has produced a “Guide 
to New Zealand Honey Labelling” available at 
www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety-toolkit

What about exporting?

If you want to export your honey, you may 
need to operate your honey business under 
the Animal Products Act 1999.

To get help with exporting, contact our 
Exporter Regulatory Advice Service team who 
works with businesses and helps make it easier 
to understand exporting requirements. Find 
out more at www.mpi.govt.nz/exporting-food 

What about donating honey?

Under the Food Act, businesses can donate 
food. A ‘Good Samaritan’ clause (section 352) 
was put into the Food Act to protect food 
businesses (that trade in food) who donate food.

Food that is given away as promotional 
material is subject to regulation (i.e., if the 
food is advertising a product or promoting 
a business). Those intending to give food 
away as promotional material should 
contact New Zealand Food Safety or their 
local council for advice on any requirements 
for these activities.

For more information about donating food, 
visit www.mpi.govt.nz/fundraising-and-
community-events

Biosecurity New Zealand’s Bee Pathogen Programme is moving into 
a new stage and has a new name to reflect this. It is now called the 
ApiWellbeing project. It remains funded by the Ministry for Primary 
Industries and is supported by the Management Agency of the National 
American Foulbrood Pest Management Plan (AFB PMP).  
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Following two and a half years of data collection 
from beekeepers across New Zealand, the team 
at Biosecurity New Zealand is busy analysing 
and publishing this work. The team now has 
more than 130,000 bees archived in its freezer 
and performed more than 4,000 diagnostic 
tests during the collection phase. The team 
hopes to release results of the Bee Pathogen 
Programme very soon. 

Currently, as part of the new project, they 
are hard at work developing new molecular 
(DNA) tests for exotic organisms like Israeli 
acute paralysis virus, and deeper testing for 
those already present in New Zealand such as 
sacbrood virus and chalkbrood fungus. They 
are also doing a more detailed study of the 
deformed wing virus genotypes.  

Also under way is sequencing of the 
genomes of Paenibacillus larvae (American 
foulbrood) to allow New Zealand to better 
understand the genetic diversity and disease-
types of the bacteria and how clusters of 
disease may be linked.

The ApiWellbeing project aims to establish a 
national collection of bees and data to verify 
scientific findings from the Bee Pathogen 
Programme, to demonstrate the ‘presence or 
absence’ of new or emerging bee pathogens, 
and to create opportunities for new bee 
health research.

Importantly for beekeepers, the project has a 
practical focus, with plans to create an array 
of resources and guidelines for beekeepers to 
enhance bee biosecurity in New Zealand. The 
first of these is a bee biosecurity guide which 
can be downloaded onto phones for quick 

access in the field. You can download the ID 
guide at https://bit.ly/2Twtb0y 

The guide is intended for use for both 
hobbyists and commercial beekeepers and 
contains the most common apiculture pests 
and diseases, as well as organisms that the 
team are working to keep out of New Zealand.

All beekeepers play a vital role in protecting 
New Zealand from biosecurity threats. To 
report suspected exotic bee pests or disease, 
or large-scale hive losses call: 0800 80 96 96.
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