Optional submission form: Consultation on operational detail for the forestry legal harvest assurance system 

[bookmark: _Hlk86671670]You may use this form to make a submission on proposals for operational detail for legal harvest assurance under the Forest Act 1949. Using this form is optional.

The questions in this form are grouped by topic. You can provide feedback just on the topics relevant to you, or on the full set of questions. 

The topics include:

	Topic
	Matters covered

	When is timber legally harvested?
	· Relevant legal harvest laws in New Zealand

	Legal harvest scope
	· Refining what is regulated as ‘regulated timber’; and
· Identifying goods by Tariff code that will be regulated as ‘specified timber products’.

	Legal harvest information
	· Specifying legal harvest information for:
· exotic species of regulated timber 
· indigenous species of regulated timber 
· specified timber products. 

	Responsible persons 
	· Exemptions and exceptions for responsible persons needing to comply with legal harvest information requirements; and
· Record keeping requirements for responsible persons.

	Who needs to register 
	· Exemptions and exceptions from registration.

	Getting registered 
	· Matters to consider in the fit and proper person test;
· Any other criteria to be satisfied before a person can be registered; and
· Information required with an application for registration.

	Due diligence systems 
	· [bookmark: _Hlk177729586]Information collection requirements;
· Risk assessment, including information verification and risk mitigation and elimination; and
· Any other criteria a third-party certification scheme must meet before being recognised for use in a due diligence system. 

	Obligations once registered 
	· Record keeping for registered persons; 
· Information in an annual compliance declaration; and 
· Restrictions on the conditions that can be imposed on registration. 

	Export requirements 
	· Information in an application for an Exporter Statement;

	Recognition (assessors and agencies)
	· Competency requirements for recognised assessors;
· Specified convictions for the fit and proper person test;
· Any other criteria before recognising a class of individuals as recognised assessors; and
· Information in an application for recognition.

	Public registers 
	· Information to be displayed on the public register for legal harvest and public register of recognised assessors.




The questions and page numbers referenced in this form relate to the New Zealand’s Legal Harvest Assurance System: Consultation on operational detail for the legal harvest assurance system document.
You can email your feedback to mpi.forestry@mpi.govt.nz 
Or, if you prefer to provide your feedback in hard copy, you can mail it to: 

New Zealand’s Legal Harvest Assurance System Consultation
Operational Policy – Forestry & Resource Management
PO Box 2526
Wellington 6140
New Zealand

[bookmark: _Hlk88205832]Alternatively, you can provide your feedback using the online feedback form below:

Legal harvest assurance system: Consultation on operational detail for the forestry legal harvest assurance system

All feedback must be received by the Ministry for Primary Industries by 5:00 pm on 26 February 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk88749530]Find out more about the Consultation on operational detail for the legal harvest assurance system, and download the paper, from the MPI website.

Proposed operational details for forestry legal harvest assurance – MPI site

[bookmark: _Hlk88205862]You can also find background information on forestry legal harvest assurance on the MPI website.

Forestry legal harvest assurance – MPI site
Feedback is public information
Please note your feedback is public information. Feedback may be the subject of requests for information under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA). Under the OIA, information is to be made available to requesters unless there are sufficient grounds for withholding it. The grounds for withholding information are outlined in the OIA. 

If you are providing feedback on this consultation document, you may wish to indicate any grounds for withholding information contained in your feedback. Reasons for withholding information could include commercial sensitivity or privacy. The Ministry for Primary Industries will consider such grounds when deciding whether or not to release information. 

Any decision to withhold information requested under the OIA may be reviewed by the Ombudsman. For more information, please visit:

https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/ 

If you would like to have any or all of your feedback or personal details withheld, please set out your reasons below. 

Click here to enter text.
Privacy and security 

Information about the personal information we collect, our approach to privacy and security, and your rights, can be viewed on the MPI website:

Privacy and security – MPI website
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[bookmark: _Toc85009718]About you
Name
Click here to enter text.

Title (if applicable)
Click here to enter text.

Organisation (if applicable)
Click here to enter text.

Are you providing feedback on behalf of your organisation?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If yes, does it represent the view of your whole organisation, or just a section of it?

☐     Whole organisation
☐     Just a section of it
☐     N/A

Please provide at least one of the following details:

Address
Click here to enter text.

Email
Click here to enter text.

Phone 
Click here to enter text.

I confirm that I would like to receive email updates about New Zealand’s legal harvest assurance system for timber: 

☐     Yes (please provide email above)
☐     No


[bookmark: _Toc85009724][bookmark: _Hlk162015125][bookmark: _Hlk86390702][bookmark: _Hlk83223036]When is timber legally harvested? 

Identifying harvest laws in New Zealand

See page 13

We propose to specify in a notice the land-use laws considered relevant to harvest in New Zealand. Laws would cover the listed Acts and any regulations, rules, or other requirements made under the Act as they relate to harvest: 
i. Resource Management Act 1991;
ii. Forests Act 1949;
iii. Biosecurity Act 1993;
iv. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

[bookmark: _Hlk86677359]Do you agree with our proposal on identifying relevant harvest laws in New Zealand? 

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
[bookmark: _Hlk162015133][bookmark: _Toc85009725]Legal harvest scope

[bookmark: _Hlk162015108]Refining the scope of regulated timber

See page 14

We propose to make regulations to exclude leaves from exotic species in New Zealand from the definition of regulated timber. 
Do you agree with our proposal on the scope of regulated timber? 
☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Identifying specified timber

See page 14

We propose to specify Tariff codes in regulations representing 99% of total export value and 98% of total import value from goods made from, or primarily made from, timber. The purpose of this is to regulate goods imported and/or exported under these Tariff codes as specified timber products. Table four contains the Tariff codes proposed to be identified as specified timber products.

Table four: tariff codes to be identified as specified timber products 
	Tariff reference (HS4 code)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  HS4 code refers to the first four digits of the eight-digit New Zealand Tariff code in The Working Tariff Document of New Zealand. The first two digits refer to the Chapter, and the second two digits refer to the Heading. The Working Tariff Document of New Zealand is found here: https://www.customs.govt.nz/business/tariffs/working-tariff-document/] 

	Headings

	44.01
	Fuel wood, in logs, in billets, in twigs, in faggots or in similar forms; wood in chips or particles; sawdust and wood waste and scrap, whether or not agglomerated in logs, briquettes, pellets or similar forms.

	44.02
	Wood charcoal (including shell or nut charcoal), whether or not agglomerated.

	44.03
	Wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or sapwood, or roughly squared.

	44.07
	Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a thickness exceeding 6 mm.

	44.08
	Sheets for veneering (including those obtained by slicing laminated wood), for plywood or for similar laminated wood and other wood, sawn lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded, spliced or end-jointed, of a thickness not exceeding 6 mm.

	44.09
	Wood (including strips and friezes for parquet flooring, not assembled) continuously shaped (tongued, grooved, rebated, chamfered, v-jointed, beaded, moulded, rounded or the like) along any of its edges, ends or faces, whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed.

	44.10
	Particle board, oriented strand board (OSB) and similar board (for example, waferboard) of wood or other ligneous materials, whether or not agglomerated with resins or other organic binding substances.

	44.11
	Fibreboard of wood or other ligneous materials, whether or not bonded with resins or other organic substances.

	44.12
	Plywood, veneered panels, and similar laminated wood.

	44.14
	Wooden frames for paintings, photographs, mirrors, or similar objects.

	44.16
	Casks, barrels, vats, tubs and other coopers’ products and parts thereof, of wood, including staves.

	44.18
	Builders’ joinery and carpentry of wood, including cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, shingles and shakes.

	44.19
	Tableware and kitchenware, of wood.

	44.20
	Wood marquetry and inlaid wood; caskets and cases for jewellery or cutlery, and similar articles, of wood; statuettes and other ornaments, of wood; wooden articles of furniture not falling in Chapter 94.

	44.21
	Other articles of wood.

	46.02
	Basketwork, wickerwork, and other articles, made directly to shape from plaiting materials or made up from goods of heading 46.01; articles of loofah.

	47.03
	Chemical wood pulp, soda, or sulphate, other than dissolving grades.

	47.05
	Wood pulp obtained by a combination of mechanical and chemical pulping processes.

	48.01
	Newsprint, in rolls or sheets.

	48.02
	Uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for writing, printing or other graphic purposes, and non perforated punch–cards and punch tape paper, in rolls or rectangular (including square) sheets, of any size, other than paper of heading 48.01 or 48.03; hand–made paper and paperboard.

	48.03
	Toilet or facial tissue stock, towel or napkin stock and similar paper of a kind used for household or sanitary purposes, cellulose wadding and webs of cellulose fibres, whether or not creped, crinkled, embossed, perforated, surface–coloured, surface–decorated or printed, in rolls or sheets.

	48.04
	Uncoated kraft paper and paperboard, in rolls or sheets, other than that of heading 48.02 or 48.03

	48.05
	Other uncoated paper and paperboard, in rolls or sheets, not further worked or processed than as specified in Note 3 to this Chapter.

	48.06
	Vegetable parchment, greaseproof papers, tracing papers and glassine and other glazed transparent or translucent papers, in rolls or sheets.

	48.10
	Paper and paperboard, coated on one or both sides with kaolin (China clay) or other inorganic substances, with or without a binder, and with no other coating, whether or not surface–coloured, surface–decorated.

	48.11
	Paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding and webs of cellulose fibres, coated, impregnated, covered, surface–coloured, surface–decorated or printed, in rolls or rectangular (including square) sheets, of any size, other than goods of the kind described in heading 48.03, 48.09 or 48.10.

	48.13
	Cigarette paper, whether or not cut to size or in the form of booklets or tubes.

	48.18
	Toilet paper and similar paper, cellulose wadding or webs of cellulose fibres, of a kind used for household or sanitary purposes, in rolls of a width not exceeding 36 cm, or cut to size or shape; handkerchiefs, cleansing tissues, towels, tablecloths, serviettes, bed sheets and similar household, sanitary or hospital articles, articles of apparel and clothing accessories, of paper pulp, paper, cellulose wadding or webs of cellulose fibres.

	48.19
	Cartons, boxes, cases, bags and other packing containers, of paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding or webs of cellulose fibres; box files, letter trays, and similar articles, of paper or paperboard of a kind used in offices, shops or the like.

	48.20
	Registers, account books, notebooks, order books, receipt books, letter pads, memorandum pads, diaries and similar articles, exercise books, blotting–pads, binders (loose–leaf or other), folders, file covers, manifold business forms, interleaved carbon sets and other articles of stationery, of paper or paperboard; albums for samples or for collections and book covers, of paper or paperboard.

	48.21
	Paper or paperboard labels of all kinds, whether or not printed.

	48.23
	Other paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding and webs of cellulose fibres, cut to size or shape; other articles of paper pulp, paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding or webs of cellulose fibres.

	49.01
	Printed books, brochures, leaflets and similar printed matter, whether or not in single sheets.

	49.02
	Newspapers, journals and periodicals, whether or not illustrated or containing advertising material.

	49.09
	Printed or illustrated postcards; printed cards bearing personal greetings, messages or announcements, whether or not illustrated, with or without envelopes or trimmings.

	49.11
	Other printed matter, including printed pictures and photographs.

	89.03
	Yachts and other vessels for pleasure or sports; rowing boats and canoes.

	94.01
	Seats (other than those of heading 94.02), whether or not convertible into beds, and parts thereof.

	94.03
	Other furniture and parts thereof.

	94.06
	Prefabricated buildings.

	95.04
	Video game consoles and machines, table or parlour games, including pintables, billiards, special tables for casino games and automatic bowling equipment, amusement machines operated by coins, banknotes, bank cards, tokens or by any other means of payment.



Do you agree with our proposal on identifying goods by Tariff code that will be regulated as ‘specified timber products’?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Legal harvest information

Legal harvest information for exotic species of New Zealand timber
See page 18

We propose to make regulations to define legal harvest information for exotic species of regulated timber:
· The timber species must be identified using the taxonomic ‘binomial nomenclature’ system (genus and species in full), e.g., Pinus radiata, following the ‘International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants’, or the ‘International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants’. 
· The GPS coordinates (specifying the reference system used, e.g., WGS84) and physical address of the property from which the regulated timber has been harvested from. 
· For each timber species, an indicative start and end time period between which the supplied regulated timber was harvested.
· For each timber species, the indicative quantity of timber to be harvested in cubic metres. 
· The name and contact details, business identifier (for example, a New Zealand Business Number) for the person responsible for harvest. 
· A written and signed declaration by the person responsible for harvest that they have:
· the right to harvest the trees or woody plants from which the timber derives;
· all necessary legal authority to exercise the right to harvest; and
· outlining the relevant harvest laws of a place or country the regulated timber has been harvested in and that they have complied with these laws (relevant harvest laws are addressed in topic ‘When is timber legally harvested’). 

Do you agree with our proposal on the legal harvest information for exotic species of New Zealand timber?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Legal harvest information for indigenous species of New Zealand timber

See page 19

We propose to make regulations to specify that the same legal harvest information for exotic species will be required for indigenous species. 

Do you agree with our proposal on the legal harvest information for indigenous species of New Zealand timber?  

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Legal harvest information for specified timber products

See page 19
We propose to make regulations to define legal harvest information for specified timber products as:
· Where the harvest happened in New Zealand, require the same legal harvest information as for the regulated timber. 
· For any timber within a specified timber product that has been imported or reimported, the following legal harvest information requirements and criteria would be set in regulations:
· Identify all timber in the specified timber product by the timber species using the taxonomic binomial nomenclature system (genus and species in full), e.g., Pinus radiata.
· For each timber species in the specified timber product, identify the region and the country the timber has been harvested from. 
· For each timber species, the indicative start and end time period between which the timber was harvested.  
· A registered person must receive a written and signed declaration confirming that the person that harvested the timber:
· had the right to harvest the trees or woody plants from which the timber derives;
· had all necessary legal authority to exercise the right to harvest; and
· complied with the relevant harvest laws of the place or country of harvest for each species of timber in the specified timber product, or an explanation of any contravention.
Do you agree with our proposal on the legal harvest information for specified timber products? 
☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Responsible persons

Exemptions for responsible persons
See page 21

We propose to make exemptions (by regulations) for responsible persons supplying regulated timber in the following circumstances and/or purposes:
i. when the responsible person has changed since supply of the regulated timber began, and it is impossible or not practicable to ascertain the legal harvest information; 
ii. when the regulated timber is supplied for customary or cultural use;
iii. when the regulated timber is harvested, used, and retained on the same property.

Do you agree with our proposal on exemptions for responsible persons?  

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reasons why:
Click here to enter text.

Activity exceptions (thresholds) for responsible persons

See page 22

We propose to set the activity exception threshold for responsible persons at 600 m3 of regulated timber supplied per annum. 

Do you agree with our proposal on activity exemptions (thresholds) for responsible persons?  

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reasons why:
Click here to enter text.

Record keeping for responsible person

See page 22

We propose to specify in regulations that a responsible person must keep records:
i. of the legal harvest information they have supplied, including any updates to this information (addressed in topic Legal harvest information);
ii. of who the legal harvest information was supplied to, including the recipients’ business identification information such as name or trading name and contact details, legal status of the business;
iii. when the legal harvest information was supplied, including any updates;
iv. in writing, either electronic, paper, or both; 
v. that are current and accurate;
vi. that are retained in a retrievable form for seven years after the record is created. 

Do you agree with our proposal on record keeping requirements for responsible person?  

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Who needs to register
Activity exceptions for classes of activities 
See page 24 

We propose to make activity exceptions for the following: 
i. activities that are for cultural purposes only. This could include carving and other cultural practices. The class of activities would include:
· preparing timber for carving or other cultural practice;
· undertaking the cultural practice;
· importing, exporting, or otherwise buying a finished cultural piece.
ii. activities and products that result from activities regulated under the Food Act 2014, Therapeutic Products Act 2023, Medicines Act 1981, and regulations and rules made under these Acts (or any future Acts regulating the same activities and products).
iii. activities and products that are regulated as beauty and/or cosmetic products.

Do you agree with our proposal on activity exceptions for classes of activities?
☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Activity exceptions for low-level activity (thresholds)

See page 25
We propose to set the activity exception threshold for registration at:
i. $10,000 (New Zealand dollars, excluding Goods and Services Tax) per annum, or
ii. for wood in the rough (HS code 4403), at 2,000 m3 per annum.

Do you agree with our proposal on activity exceptions for low-level activity (thresholds)?
☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Getting registered
Fit and proper person
See page 26

We propose regulations will specify that the Secretary must take into account the following matters when deciding if a person is fit and proper to be registered: 
i. the legal status of the applicant (for example, whether it is a company, sole trader, or some other form of business);
ii. that the person is legally permitted to operate in New Zealand;
iii. whether the applicant has been placed in receivership or liquidation or is subject to any other insolvency proceeding or process.
iv. whether the applicant or any decision maker has -  
· any criminal convictions
· any civil penalties imposed by a court or regulator. 
v. whether the applicant or a decision maker in the business has been or is - 
· disqualified from being appointed or holding office as a director of a company under the Companies Act 1993; or
· banned from being a director or promoter of an incorporated or unincorporated body under the Takeovers Act 1993 or the Financial Markets Conduct Act 2013; or
· disqualified from being appointed as a trustee under the Trusts Act 2019.

Do you agree with our proposal on the matters to consider in the fit and proper person test?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Any other criteria for registration
See page 27

We propose to set additional criteria for registration in regulations so that when a branch or division is applying to register separately to a parent entity, the applicant must also have the express written consent of the parent entity to register separately. The applicant must describe how legal harvest obligations will be met separately from the parent entity (these will also be considered in the information requirements below). 

Do you agree with our proposal on any other criteria to be satisfied before a person can be registered?

☐     Yes
☐     No
If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Information requirements

See page 27

We propose regulations will specify that the following information must be included in an application for registration:
i. the information to be displayed on the public register:
· the person’s name or trading name and contact details; and
· the name or designation of the person who is responsible for the day-to-day management of the business; and
· any other information to be displayed on the public register as set in regulations. The preferred option is to display:
· website, if relevant;
· the geographic regions the person operates in; 
· the activities they are registered for;
· any activities they undertake that are exempt from registration requirements. 
ii. business identity information:
· evidence of the legal status of the business, for example, a New Zealand Business Number for an organisation or an IRD number and photo identification for a sole trader; 
· the name, contact details, and role of the person who is authorised to act on behalf of the business for its registration;
· previous trading names by which the business has been known; 
· the names of people making decisions for operating the business;  
· details of any previous registration by the business or senior managers in the business. 
iii. Fit and proper person information:
· an explanation of any criminal convictions or civil penalties received by the applicant (including that they have none);
· an explanation of any criminal convictions or civil penalties received by people making decisions for operating the business (including that they have none);
· an explanation about the other matters to be taken into account when determining a person is fit and proper to register apply. 
iv. Further information for branches and divisions registering separately: 
· the name, trading name, and registration details for the parent entity;
· express written consent from the parent entity for the branch or division to register separately to the parent entity; 
· a description of how the applicant is separately identifiable from the parent entity;
· a description of how the branch or division will meet the obligations of a registered person.

Do you agree with our proposal on information required with an application for registration?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Due diligence systems
Information collection
See page 29

We propose regulations will specify a registered person must collect the following information as a requirement of a due diligence system: 
i. the legal harvest information;
ii. for specified timber products only, the Tariff code;
iii. a common description of what the product is;
iv. the common name, genus or scientific name for the timber/s included in the product;
v. the quantity of the regulated timber or specified timber product being supplied, expressed in the measurement relevant for any threshold for the relevant activity;
vi. the place of country of harvest for the regulated timber or timber/s included in a specified timber product;
vii. the name, postal address and email address of any business or person that has supplied the registered person with the regulated timber or specified timber products;
viii. the name, postal address and email address of any business, operator, or trader to whom the registered person supplies the regulated timber or specified timber product.

Do you agree with our proposal on the information collection requirement of a due diligence system? 

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Risk assessment (including verification of information and risk mitigation or elimination)

See page 30

We propose to create non-binding guidance, not regulations, for risk assessments (including verification of information and risk mitigation or elimination). 

Do you agree with our proposal on risk assessment (including verification of information and risk mitigation or elimination) requirement of a due diligence system?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Additional criteria a certification scheme must meet to be recognised for use in a due diligence system

See page 30

We propose to specify in regulations that before a certification scheme can be recognised for use in a due diligence system, the Secretary must be satisfied that: 
i. the certification scheme has standards and processes that are transparent;
ii. the due diligence requirements of the certification scheme meet or exceed the any requirements for a due diligence system set in regulations;
iii. the auditing process (including how the certification scheme deals with non-compliance), meets or exceeds the regulatory due diligence requirements in the legal harvest assurance system.

Do you agree with our proposal on the additional criteria a certification scheme must meet to be recognised for use in a due diligence system?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Obligations once registered
Record keeping

See page 32

We propose to specify in regulations that registered persons must: 
i. keep records of:
· the legal harvest activities relevant to the registration.
· how they are applying their due diligence system, including keeping records of information collected and risk assessments undertaken as part of their due diligence system (addressed in topic Due diligence systems above).
· legal harvest information they receive, including any updates to the legal harvest information, and who provided the legal harvest information (addressed in topic Legal harvest information above);
· if relevant, how they have complied with any exporter requirements. 
ii. if a branch or division is registered separately (addressed in topic Getting registered above), the parent entity and the branch or division must keep the following records:
· express written consent of the parent entity for the branch or division to register separately;
· a description of how legal harvest obligations will be met separately by the parent entity and branch or division, and any changes to these arrangements over time. 
iii. keep records in writing, either electronic, on paper, or both. 
iv. keep records current and accurate and maintain previous versions of the records.
v. retain the records in a retrievable form for at least seven years after the date the record was created. 

Do you agree with our proposal on record keeping for registered persons?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Declaration of compliance

See page 33
We propose to specify in regulations that a compliance declaration must contain the following declarations by that registered person: 
i. they are complying with their obligations as a registered person; or
ii. if any non-compliance has occurred, which obligations have not been complied with and how they are remedying the non-compliance;
iii. note the date of, and recognised assessor who undertook, the most recent assessment of their due diligence system. 

Do you agree with our proposal on declaration of compliance by a registered person?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Conditions

See page 33

We propose to specify in regulations that the Secretary may not impose conditions on a registered person that are properly a matter for commercial agreement between parties.

Do you agree with our proposal on conditions that the Secretary may not impose on a registered person?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Export Requirements

Applications for an Exporter Statement

See page 35

We propose to specify in regulations that the following information must be included with an application for an Exporter Statement:
i. information about the applicant: 
· name;
· trading name;
· contact details; 
· name, contact details, and role of the person who is authorised to act on behalf of the business for its Exporter Statement application (and, if successful, any subsequent compliance and monitoring);
· registration identifier. 
ii. Compliance declarations about the applicant:
· a declaration the registered person is complying with the obligations of registration or an explanation of how any non-compliance has been remedied;
· a declaration the registered person is complying with any relevant export requirements or an explanation of how any non-compliance has been remedied. 

Do you agree with our proposal on information that must be included with an application for an Exporter Statement?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Recognition of assessors and agencies

Competency requirements for recognised assessors

See page 37

We propose to create non-binding guidance, not regulations, for competency requirements for recognised assessors.

Do you agree with our proposal on competency requirements for recognised assessors?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Fit and proper person requirements: specified convictions

See page 37

We propose to specify that the Secretary must take into account any criminal convictions the Secretary considers relevant. This option would apply to people applying to be recognised assessors, the directors or managers of people applying to be recognised agencies, and the agency applying to be the recognised agency.

Do you agree with our proposal that the Secretary must take into account any criminal convictions the Secretary considers relevant?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.

Any other criteria for recognising classes of individuals

See page 38
We propose to specify in regulations that the Secretary must take into account the following additional criteria before recognising a class of individuals as recognised assessors (on the application of a class of individuals):
i. any convictions of members of the class of individuals;
ii. the character and reputation of members of the class; 
iii. the ability of members of the class of individuals to maintain an appropriate degree of impartiality and independence in managing and carrying out the functions of an assessor; 
iv. how the class of individuals will ensure members of the class continue to meet the criteria to be recognised; and
v. any other matter the Secretary considers relevant. 

Do you agree with our proposal on the additional criteria before recognising a class of individuals as recognised assessors?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Application information for recognition

See page 39
We propose to specify in regulations that the following information must be included with an application for recognition:
i. identity information about the applicant:
· For all individuals (including people applying to be recognised assessors, as well as managers and directors of agencies), this would mean:
· each individual’s name and contact details; and
· photo identification for each individual. 
· For agencies, this would mean:
· name and trading name of the agency;
· evidence of the legal status of the agency; and
· the name and contact details of the person who is authorised to act on behalf of the agency in relation to recognition. 
· For a class of individuals, this would mean:
· a description of the class of individuals, 
· names of the people that are members of the class of individuals; and
· the name and contact details of the person who is authorised to act on behalf of the class of individuals in relation to recognition.
ii. Information to be displayed on the public register:
· the person’s name or trading name and contact details and; 
· if they are engaged by a recognised agency, the agency’s trading name and contact details.
iii. Conduct information:
· for each individual, an explanation of any criminal convictions and/or civil penalties they have received;
· for agencies, an explanation of any criminal convictions and/or civil penalties the agency has received;
· for all individuals, details of whether they have ever been disqualified from being appointed or holding office as a director of a company, banned from being a director or promoter on an incorporated or unincorporated body, or disqualified from being appointed as a trustee;  
· for agencies, a declaration that the agency is not in administration, insolvent, bankrupt or similar. 
iv. System and process information:
· the competencies, qualifications, training, experience, and resources they have to undertake assessments of due diligence systems;
· the processes and procedures they have in place to maintain impartiality and independence in carrying out the functions of a recognised assessor or recognised agency; 
· their proposed system for undertaking assessments of due diligence systems; 
· for agencies and classes of individuals only, the system the applicant has in place to ensure that each of the assessors they engage or members of the class of individuals is a fit and proper person. 

Do you agree with our proposal on the information that must be included with an application for recognition?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
Public registers

Additional information for the public registers

See page 42

We propose to specify in regulations that the following information will be displayed about each person on the public registers:
i. For registered people the additional details would be:
· website, if relevant;
· the geographic regions the person operates in; 
· the activities they are registered for;
· any activities they undertake that are exempt from registration requirements. 
ii. For recognised assessors and agencies, the additional detail would be:
· website, if relevant;
· the geographic regions the person operates in
· for a class of individuals, any categories of members of the class that are excluded from recognition.
Do you agree with our proposal on the information that will be displayed about each person on the public registers?

☐     Yes
☐     No

If you disagree, please provide your reason/s why:
Click here to enter text.
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