
When gathering over two or more days, the maximum amount of pāua 
you can possess (both ordinary/blackfoot and yellowfoot species 
combined) is 6 pāua or 750g shucked weight (shell removed). This limit 
applies everywhere, including in the home. 

Measuring your catch
Measure greatest length of the shell in a  
straight line. 

Measure pāua while gathering and carefully  
place undersize pāua back immediately. 

Some areas remain closed to pāua gathering 

Kaikōura pāua fishery
Open: 1 May – 31 August

Daily limits
Area Species Daily limit Minimum size

Marfells Beach  
to Conway River

Ordinary/blackfoot pāua 3 130mm

Yellowfoot pāua 3 80mm

Oaro-Haumuri 
Taiāpure 

Ordinary/blackfoot pāua 2 135mm

Yellowfoot pāua 2 80mm

For the latest local rules, download the free NZ Fishing Rules app  
or go to fisheries.govt.nz/kaikoura-fishing-rules

•	 Hikurangi Marine Reserve  
•	 Mangamaunu Mātaitai  
•	 Oaro Mātaitai   

•	 Te Taumanu o Te Waka a Maui 
Taiāpure (Kaikōura Peninsula)

•	 Te Waha o te Marangai Mātaitai
•	 Waiopuka (Wakatu Quay) Rāhui 



Fishing rules at 
your fingertips

IF YOU  
FISH. 
YOU  

NEED  
THIS  
APP.

New Zealand’s fishing rules and restrictions change 
regularly. Check the rules each time you go fishing or 
gather seafood. 

Download the free NZ Fishing Rules app.  
Scan the QR code or text “app”  
to 9889. The app works when there’s  
no phone coverage 

Check the rules at fisheries.govt.nz/rules 

Follow a regional MPI Fisheries Facebook page  
or email recreationalfisheries@mpi.govt.nz  
for local updates

Freephone 0800 00 83 33 to find a local  
Fisheries New Zealand office


