
 
 

Summary of Submissions 
 

Consultation on Ministry of Education’s Food Control Plan Section 40 application 

Consultation 
A public consultation on the Ministry of Education Food Control Plan (FCP) section 40 application took 
place between 2 July 2020 and 12 July 2020.  

Summary of Submissions 
A total of four submissions on the Ministry of Education FCP section 40 application were received. A 

summary of these is below. 

Comment New Zealand Food Safety Response 

Supports approval of the template Noted 

No objection to approval of the template. 

Believes the whole template should be 

available for consultation, not just the 

evaluation report. Also believes that the 

scope of the template should be expanded, 

and it should be available to cover all 

catering in schools. 

Section 40 templates are developed by industry. These 
may contain proprietary information, so it is New Zealand 
Food Safety’s practice not to publish the entire template. 

The Food Act 2014 only applies to food that is for sale – 
not all catering that occurs in schools needs to be 
registered. The Simply Safe & Suitable template (and other 
food safety guidance) is freely available to school groups 
who would like to use it on a voluntary basis. 

Supports school lunch programmes.  

Feels it is important that the template 
covers: 

• ensuring food, especially seafood, 
is safe to eat and it thoroughly 
cooked 

• food does not contain peanuts 

• cooking (for the programme) in 
homes 

• personal hygiene and sanitation 

• sourcing and production of 
produce in school gardens. 

The Ministry of Education FCP (which is based on MPI’s 

Simply Safe & Suitable template FCP) was evaluated and 

meets the requirements for an FCP.  

New Zealand Food Safety believes it contains adequate 

controls for all the matters the submitter raises to ensure 

safe and suitable food is produced. 

Supports the Ministry of Education’s Free 

and Healthy School Lunch Programme, but 

does not feel the needs of children with 

food allergies are adequately addressed by 

the FCP. 

The Ministry of Education FCP (which is based on MPI’s 

Simply Safe & Suitable template FCP) was evaluated by 

New Zealand Food Safety and meets the requirements for 

an FCP.  

The evaluator was satisfied that the FCP contains adequate 

controls to ensure food allergens are safely managed 

during the preparation and serving of food. 



 
 

We note the submission addresses some wider issues 

around allergen management in schools and have shared 

the submission with the Ministry of Education. 

 

Next Steps  
The Chief Executive of the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) will approve the Ministry of Education 

template FCP and issue it by notice under S.405. 

Background 
Section 40 of the Food Act 2014, enables the Chief Executive of MPI to approve a template or model FCP, 

developed by a person other than the Chief Executive, by notice under section 405. 

Ministry of Education has requested approval of its FCP under section 40 of the Food Act. The Ministry of 

Education FCP is modelled on MPI’s Simply Safe & Suitable template FCP  (issued March 2017).  

New Zealand Food Safety has evaluated the Ministry of Education FCP to ensure it meets the 

requirements of the Food Act and that it will allow lunch providers in the Free and Healthy School Lunch 

Programme to prepare and serve safe and suitable food. New Zealand Food Safety has recommended the 

Ministry of Education FCP is suitable for the Chief Executive to approve.  

 


